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T N.D.
Time has (inally caught up with me encouraging the production
of the third journal, which should round off this year's
activities.

Altogether I feel that it has been a successlul year wilh many
new faces and cars. I must thank all those who have conlributed
in letters, articles or the like to this journal. Withont these
contributions, the journal would not exist, so I therefore urge
you all to send me something thal could be included in the next
issue.

It doesan't matter what it is, just send it! Nothing could be
worse than a one sided magazine caused by the same contributors
every issue. Remember..... the "Journal™ relies on you for its
raison d'e'tre,

This year two laws have been introduced with one effecling you
and the other possibly not. The first law, which camp into
effect from the 1st of November 1982 is, of course, Lhe new
totting up procedure.

The New Act grades traffic offences according to their degree

of seriousness into a range of penalty points. Disqualifications
for at least six months will nearly always occur should twelve
penalty points be collected throughout a three year period,.
Anyone who has managed to obtain endorsements so far, will Find
that these are, in fact, worth three penalty points.

Offences such as drinking and driving, and causing death by
reckless driving will continue te earry obligatory disqualiflications.

In respect of offences where disqualification is discretionary
and where the courts have decided that immediate disqualilication
is not appropriate, one shonld be aware Lhat endorsing of
penalty points will arise.

Beverly Florance has sent me a list of these offences and their
respective grades which T have included in this Fditorial.

The other new law will effect you, only if safety bells are

fitted to your Borgward. 3Alst January 1983 is the date to be

remembered for the introduction of compulsory seal bellt wearing
in Britain and applies to drivers and fronl seat passengers of
cars regislered on or after Janunary 1st, 1965; light vans
registered, on or after April 1st, 1967, and three wheeled
motor vehicles registered on or after Seplember 1st, 1970,

I must thank "Praclical Classics" magazine for including the
Borgward marque in Lheir "Pick ol the Price gulde seclion'.

For those of you who may not have neticed, it is in the Decembgr
'82 issue.



On the 2nd May 1982 a Borgward Club meeting was arranged in
the main car park at Crawley which was, in fact, a temporary
meeting place for the "Historic Commercial Vehicles" on their
run from London to Brighton. Colin Peck, of the Mercedes
Ponton Club, noticed us there and is hoping to .arrange a run
along similar lines, on the same day in '83, for approximately
10 cars from 10 clubs of cars of the 1950's. If anyone is
interested will they please let me know.

1 must use this Editorial to thank firstly; Geoff Mitchell
for all his help in these Journals and indeed his supply
of contemporary articles on Borgwards which T am able to
reproduce .

Secondly: Belinda Clarke, for her excellent typing in the
second and third journals her ability to read illegible
handwriting being second to none. Thirdly: Tim Hinton who
provides most of the photographs that go into the journal
including the one that is currently appearing in "Practical
Classics",

Thanks are in order too, for John Ellis for his support as
Chairman, who unfortunately has had to stand down due to pressure
of work. Rob Miller has in fact already taken his place and

T wish him the best of luck in his position on the Committee.

With my Editorial complete I shall now move onto a completely

different subject which is that of the Castle Combe meeting
on the 24th April.

NICK DRISCOLL

11 November 1982

NEW TOTTING-UP PROCEDURE

The grading of offences for penalty polnts will be :-

Reckless driving
Careless or inconsiderate driving .....

Being in charge of motor vehicle when unfit through drink or drugs
Being In charge of vehicle with slcohol above prescribed limit .......
Falling to provide specimen for breath test ...ceecccercrscearcesissssnsenes
Falling to provide specimen for analysis

Carrylng passenger on maotor cycle contrary to section 16 ...eceresene
Falling to comply with traffic directions -

Leaving vehicle In dangerous position . sEsess
Falling to stop after accident
Falling to glve particulars or report 8cciOENt sueweserssassssssnsssssosasssss
Contraventlon of constructlon and use regulations .....cesccecsesssseerens

Driving ‘without llicence o

Falling to comply with conditions of llcence

Driving with uncorrected defective eyesight - vasa
Refusing to submit to test of eyesight sous
Driving while disqualified as under 'age P-4 e anie

Driving while disqualified by order of court ......

Using, or causing or permitting use of, mator vehicle uninsured
and unsecured against third-party risks

Taking In Scotland a motor vehicle without consent or lawful
authority or driving, or allowing oneself to be carrled in, a
motor vehicle so taken o

Contraventlon of traffic reqgulations on special roads ..casisissseesens
Contravention of pedestrian crossing regulations .ieeesscesssessssessacenss
Fallure to obey sign exhibited by school crossing patrol ......e.....

Contravention of order prohibiting or restricting use of street
Playground DY VENICIES .cicicisiisssmeisssssssinssissnssssssssnssansssssssssnssnsssnssns

Exceeding a speed limit .... massana

Taking or attempting to take conveyance without consent or
lawful authority or driving or attempting to drive a motor

vehicle so taken or allowing oneself to be carried In a motor
vehicle so taken seusase -

Goling equipped for stealing with reference to theft or taking
of motor vehicle eaers
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CASTLE COMBE 1982

Castle Combe Circuit -
‘ ; T TOLET The Castle Combe test day was in fact a day when the BMW Club
TR CAFETERIA and the Borgward Driver's Club had a joint meeting.
V' Ciapping Sodtury e PROGRAMMES ( BLUE HUTSI ;
**-'-':"‘..__ P TR ETNER e On the 24th April 1982 eight Borgwards arrived at the Castle
Tie=pres o Combe race track as guests of the BMW Club, five of which were
COACH PARK \ R about te find out as to whether they were capable of Lhe speeds
entrance \wanemmwx Track-sichs Cin s and stresses that they were likely to endure on the course. It
W ‘\:a\“/m;“:i";:;“‘"‘ Faack—side ca park tor was a day when Combis came in great abundance and out numbered
Track=side car park. ¥ ¥7 DAL~ Wofhc trom the Ens! saloons by three to one. Lining up for scrutinising was really
hmM"muﬂ—* 5 _.{ a joke as virtually all the BMW's were within five years old.
”/,A. B T &3 \\\ I was the first to arrive for the Borgward team creating great
Chub House

u“mhmnWMmWﬂU N consternation in the BMW camp. Perhaps it was the rivets holding
; the door skins together, or possibly the filler or even the

brush on red oxide primer that seemed to have crept all over

the car like ivy, either way at approximately a quarter of a
century old my Coupe' looked just a little out of place. Just

Eo put things into the correct perspective the rivets, the filler,
and the primer were desperate measures, the night before, to
enable the car to pass the scrutineering. Eventually we had

a complete line up consisting of my Coupe', Jeremy Chadwick's
Coupe' "PO", David Stride's Coupe', Toby Stride's Combi (often
called "phlegm" by virtue of its' number plate, but should have
been called the "spinning phlegm' after the day's activities)
driven by Matt Carter and Hobert Richmond-Jones' saloon.

David Stride was obviously just trying to compete wilh me for

the "Wreck of the Week award" with his brother's Combi, although
the front quarter of the car was immaculate having been resprayed
in "Iceland Blue", though the general opinion of the colour was
seemingly "Lavatory Blue'.

Fumtwicige 7|

Fanm Straight

- = — = — ==

ok s coar park
envance lor ralc \
frcem the Soith \

Out on the track our cars looked far better than in the line=up
\ and 1 like to think quite surprised the BMW participants. They
\ N, s did in fact look very stable lapping at only 2 miles per hour
\ et slower than the smaller BMW's and at 1 min. 37 seconds per lap

\ were 7 seconds slower than a lone Porsche 911, TFred Hovell

\ | took on the job of being the unofficial time keeper his findings

\ Courtasy of © Castle Combe, 1970 equalling a shade over 68 m.p.h., though I must admit it felt
much faster., Castle Combe is fairly easy track until you get
to Quarry Corner, which is where one BMW went straight into
the barrier and where David and Matt had a slight frakar. T
found that 1 could just hit 92 m.p.h. on the straight and even
though T knew Quarry Corner was coming up it regularly took
me by surprise. At the end of this straight is a twist and a
brow of a hill which means you just do not see Quarry Corner.
Braking from that speed, down into third gear, and then accelerating
round the corner was, to say the least extremely difficult. 1T
ended up on the grass at least once and it was here that Matt
came adrift in the Combi. All the Borgwards jacked-up quite
considerably on this bend but Combis generally suffer from
excessive positive camber (without a load) which obviously caused
Matt to spin it violently. David was entering the corner just
behind and had to take evasive action, braking rather violently,
causing him to spin as well. Had this saga happened a few
seconds later 1 might have ploughed into them both rather lowering
the quantity of "running'' Borgwards,




Jeremy had no trouble what so ever that day and propelled "PO"
around the circuit very confidently for what seemed like ages.
All this with bald front tyres, shot track rod ends and no
rear shockers. Roberts' lone saloon was very fast (especially
for a 60) and was lapping very well until his brakes seized
on. I managed to blow an enormous hole in my resonating box,
and then suffered the indignity of losing power drastically

in the last couple of laps. Despite my frantic efforts 1T did
not find the cause till the next day showing itself as a
blocked petreol filter.

I did wonder, whilst negotiating some of the more severe bends
as to whether I would suffer some serious mechanical mishap
such as stub axles shearing off but none of the cars suffered
at all.

A race track would be an excellent place to discover such
subjects as "metal fatigue' and it just goes to show how high
the original build quality was. Apart from Toby's Combi, which

actually set foot on the track with leaking wheel cylinders, E
only minor problems occurred. °
1

-]

Those present at Castle Combe were: 5
T

1., Fred and Joan Hovell 1960 Combi H
i -

FAE Mr. and Mrs. George Crowder 1959 Combi 3
3. Martin Carter with Toby Stride's 1960 Combi * E
4., Robert Richmond-Jones 1860 Saloon * Q
B Nick Driscoll 1957 Coupe' * g
6. Jeremy Chadwick 1959 Coupe' * E
T David Stride 1960 Coupe' ¥ 'E
8. Stan Stott 1960 Coupe' 2
o

On track = *

Others present but without cars were:

Beverly Florance and John Wallis

1
2 Dave Roast and his fiancee' Judy
3. Mr. and Mrs. Derek Atkinson
4 John Ellis

NICK DRISCOLL




RR his original ‘Michelin X" fullest
The Editor enjoying the attractions of Quarry Corner J:fesls his origing ichelin X" tyres to the fulles
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Matt looked confident until Quarry Corner loomed up in his mirror!

Elimination of rattle from Gear Linkage

Remove 0/S front wheel or N/S left hand drive.

Remove four nuts securing cover under wing, where steering
shaft comes through, and gear linkage is located, remove
locking c¢lips from both ball sockels and remove short linkage,
clean up and check balls.

Cut two felt washers about 6 m/m thick and 18 m/m 0/Dia. punch
hole in centre, force overball, soak felt with oil and refit
linkage, it will be necessary to compress the sockets over the
balls, use a pair of mole grips and refit the locking clips.

All that is required at service periods is to lubricate the
felt washers with o0il, no adjustments are required on the linkage,

refit cover and wheel.

The fell of a crankshaft oil seal is just right for the job, it is
quite firm.

FRED HOVELL



The assembled company dispersed at between 5.00 and 6.00 as the
museum w.?ts closing after what was without a doubt an interesting
day, spoilt perhaps only by the rather cold weather. ;

ROBERT RICHMOND-JONES

hexico. This followed an announcement about
two years ago that Borgward cars wore expect-
ed to be produced again, starting in January
1966. It had been known that—three or four
years earlier—a Mexican finance group had
shipped the cor waorks from Brameon in Ger-
many, with the imtention of re-starting the
manufacture of Borgwards, and, in doing so, to
produce the first Mexican-made car.

To faily new motorists this will mean little,
but to anyone who can claim extended owner-
ship of one of these quite unusually good cars
this is stimulating news. It may be recalled that
when Borgward ran into financial difficulties in
1960 /61 the City of Bremen atiempted to run
the factory and to maintain production, amd that
later BMC examined the possibility of taking
over production. By 1962 it began to look as
though the lsabella B0, the Big Six, and in
particular the fine Isabella TS would disoppear
forever from the scene. At about this time it
was possible to find a 1958 or 1960 TS for less
than 700, whereas, some months earlier the
same model would have cost over £1,000 (it
was nearly £1,500 new). It was in 1962 that |
bought a 1959 TS, a car | still wetain, and
consider to be in many ways the best car | have
owned or driven.

One may well ask why-—first—he large City
of Bremen, then the British Motor Colporation,
and now a group ol Mexican financiers should
consider the Borgward so worthy of sustaining:
one may wonder what were the qualities to
attract hard-headed business men o consider
rying where others had failed? Five years
ownership of an Isabella TS make one able o
understand the reasons behind it. The TS is one
of those distinguished vehicles which go on

tappet adjustment, nor have the dutch, gearbox
or rear axle been wuched in any way. Even the
brake linings are those originally fitted, the
dampers are original and the starter motor
and dynamo  have required no  attention
at all. The ear has absolutaly no rattles or
squeaks of any kind, and rides wall—it has
indepondent  suspension  all round—and in
silver grey the classic body siyle stil catches
the eye. Rlemarkably, for a genuine five-seater
of 1,500 c.c.. it cruises at B0 mph and it is rare
for the luel consumption to fall below 30 mpg.
it may be that the combination of space, ride.
durability ifew Borgwards need major overhaul
before 90,000 miles), high cruising speed and
fuel economy place the Isabella TS in a unique
position, even in these days. Although some
othar cars can elaim to combine four of the five
qualities stated it is hard to think of one with all
five.

Reanons for Rguidation

It may seem odd that the makers of such a
fine car should go into hguidation. This sesms

be reached for, the first of the two exhaust
gilencers, which is under the rear seat passenyg-
ers feet, could be quieter under hard accelera.
tion, and the wiper motor needs occasional
adjustment of its contacts in order to avoid
failure either to start or stop. No other “cons™
ome o mind so let us now enumerate the
“pros’ not already refered 1o: —

Cluteh (Fichtel and Sachs), after 75,000
miles without attemtion, is still smooth and
Progressive.

Everything is completely oil tight.

The ignition can be very accurately timed n
o mi almost  with bendi
stooping.

The oil filter, high up behind the engine. can
be changed almost without dirtying the hands.

Dviving with the side windows down is al-
mast draught-free, although good ventilanon is
obtained with them shut, and with the two
heaters” air controls open and the rear windows
ajar. {incidentally, it has been siatad that the

to have been due to three F the |

sold at a very small margin of profit, buyers at
about £1,500 are not generally too concermed
about fuel economy and the factory perhaps
was "stetched” 1o produce the Big Six with air
suspension at a prica of about £2,300— appre-
ciably below that of the comparable Mercades
maodel at the time. Having said that it may
seem equally odd that the Mexican group feel
they can secceed, and it would be reasonable
o poswilate that thay can do so by increased
efficiency (which may not be likelyl, or by
lownning  standards of quality. or by wsing
cheaper labow than was available in Bremen.

Maserati Mistrale was the first car 1o pass air to
the two heaters through side box members of
the chassis but Borgward did it first).

The wiper motor and blades are almost silent
Iwhy shouldn't they always be so?l,

The floor is an undershield with the prop-
shaft enclosed,

The front seats are fully adjusiable 1o the
horizontal, and give support exactly as needed,

Bornet and hoot lids are counterweighted
and the boot locks from inside the passenger
cOmpartment,

A thick stainless steel sirip below the doors
projects  slightly  farther  than  the panels,













































