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EDITORIAL

Dear Members:-

As you may have guessed from the front cover of this magazine, the "Borgward
Drivers' Club' was formed 10 years ago in 1980. November of that year saw the
first A G M which was held at the Halfway Garages in Padworth thanks to our
President at that time, Fred Hovell.

Not all of you will know however, that the Club was in fact the brainchild of
Robert Richmond-Jones, our current President. I am probably right in saying
that without Robert, there would never have been a Club and about 807 of the
cars in existence today would have been scrapped. Oh yes ... you may say,
someone else would have formed a club sooner or later. Indeed, back in the
1970's John Wallis and I had discussed forming a club, but as is always the
case, talking is not doing, rather like the Journal here ... cops! Robert went
ahead and did it. He obtained a list of addresses from Adrian William's wife
in Hayling Island and wrote to us all, hence the result; here we are today 10
years on.

For those of you who may be green in the art of Borgwards, up to the end of the
70's, Adrian Williams was the person to see concerning spares. He was originally
based in Stamford Brook under the "Arches" in London latterly moving to Hayling
Island. Buying spares was not as easy then as it is now. Lots of parts were
simply not available. The situation is infinitely more comprehensive today, all
due of course to the person who took over the operation ... Yes you've
guessed, Mr George Sinclair of Barking.

At the end of the 70's I remember getting a 'phone call fram George to announce
that he had, in fact, purchased all Adrian's stock. At the time this all sounded
very worrying. The rest is history and George has done an absolutely excellent
job by transforming the situation and being extremely tolerant of the occasional
eccentric that Borgwards seem to attract.

Fred Hovell, who was our President until recently, has been a guiding light
steering the Club through its formative years. He was of course helped by his
late wife, Joan, who would assist the decision making ability of everyone at
Committee meetings with her variety of very potent home made wines! Fred and
the late Commander Allison were appointed the first Borgward agents at the
Halfway Garages, Padworth in 1951. This, of course, made it the ideal venue for
the first 2 Annual General Meetings. The first 2 trips abroad were massive
convoys led by Fred and Joan which sowed the seed for all future trips. All our
test day bashes (or thrashes) around various race tracks were timed and watched
over by Fred, although he always seemed to find the noise of a Borgward engine
revving freely at 80 mph in third gear ever so slightly distressing!

These people were of course the very keystone of the Club helped at the time by
John Ellis, David Stride, Stephen Nessling, Nick Reid, myself and all those Club
members who supported the first meetings. For those of you have been members
since the beginning, you can all wake up now!
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The "Journal”, unlike the ''Newsletter' comes out after the event rather than
before/during and this particular issue actually spans 10 years. I have not,
however, simply reprinted articles from all the past ''Journals'". This would
be rather boring for some of the long serving members.

The list of Club objectives was a must for reprinting, not just for the relat-
ively new members who had never seen these before but also as a reminder for
those who haven't seen them in 10 years! They do make very interesting reading
though. Also included are:- Robert's article on the first A G M, Kathy
Atkinson's summary of the first Club trip abroad in August 1981, David Stride's
excel lent water pump re-build mini-manual and one of Nick Reid's amusing letters
from that same year. Other articles are slightly more recent!.., and have not
been printed before.

Unfortunately 1 did not take my camera to the First A G M so as a consequence

I have no historie photos. If anyone has any pictures of this event, please
could you forward them to me. 1 did take my camera to the Second meeting which
was at the same venue, so 1 have included those instead.

Hopefully we can all look forward to the Club going from strength to strength
throughout the next 10 years.

NICK DRISCOLL
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When

THE RULES AND OBJECTIVES OF THE
BORGWARD DRIVERS ~ CLUB

the club was first formed in 1980, certain rules and objectives were

laid out. These were first published in 1981. For the benefit of all the
members here are those rules and objectives again.

OBJECTIVES OF THE "BORGWARD DRIVERS' CLUB"

1

2

To keep Borgward products on the road.
To ensure an interchange of ideas and technical knowledge

To track down and (if possible) secure spares (original or
substitute) or make their whereabouts known to as many as are in
neead.

To collate a register of owners, spares directory and names and
address of those who can, and do bits and who will do repair work,
if needed.

To attempt to have at least one major meeting per year and to
leave the regional organisation to those in the particular region
concerned, letting as many owners within a reasonable distance
know.

RULES OF THE "BORGWARD DRIVERS' CLUB"

1.

NAME:
This club shall be known as the "Borgward Drivers’ Club"

ADDRESS:

The address of the Club shall be that of the current Secretary,

At present that is - lan Cave, Nateley House, Ridgway, Pyrford,
Woking, Surrey. GU22 8PW

AIM OF THE CLUB:z

a. To encourage mutual friendly relationship between all
Borgward owners or Borgward product owners and to arrange
indoor as well as outdoor gatherings and functions to
include families and friends as well as members.

b. To promote the search and discovery of new and secondhand
spares.
C. To encourage the exchange of technical information and

knowhow in respect of the marque.

MEMBERSHIP:

Membership will be open to any person of good character in
possession of a Borgward or Borgward product. Any other person in
possession of any other make of car, or person without a motor
vehicle will be considered by the Committee.

Acceptance or rejection of Membership rests with the Committee.
The Committee may also award Honourary membership where
necessary. :
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10.

11.

MANAGEMENT:
The club will be managed by a Committee Consisting of i—

Fresident.

Chairman.

Secretary.

Treasurer.
And any additional member(s) that the Committee may decide upon.
The said Committee will be elected at the Annual General Meeting or
Extraordinary Meeting. Any vacancies will be filled at these
meetings. The Committee will meet at dates to be decided upon 1n
each year. Only owners of Borgward products may serve as
Committee Members.

MEETINGS:

A statement of all accounts will be submitted to and a report of all
proceedings will be kept by the Secretary. The Chairman will at all
times have the decisive vote at Meetings.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:
This meeting will be held in April of each year, and the following
will take place in the course of the Meeting:—

1. Reading and conformation of minutes of previous year.
2. Complete annual report by the Committee.
S Election of Committee Members.

The review of subscriptions.
Discussion of any nature concerning the Club.
Any other business.

U

EXTRAODRDINARY MEET ING:

This meeting can be called at any time, as circumstances compel by
the Committee.

Urgent matters will also be discussed on written request of not
less than five fully subscribed members.

VOTING:
Only fully subscribed members in possession of a Borgward product
may cast votes at any meeting.

MEMBERSHIP FEES:

Joining fees and membership fees shall be set by the committee,
subject to approval at the Annual General Meeting.

The financial year is from the 1st day of April until the last day in
March. Membership will be forfeited if the fees are One Month or
more in arrears.

RESIGNATION AND SUSPENSION:

The Committee has the right to suspend any member who, according
to its opinion wilfully acts in ways which are not in accordance
with the clubs wishes. Any member wishing to resign is to do so in
writing, handing the resignation and fees which may be in arrears,
personally to the Secretary.

Such persons wishing to rejoin the club, are to follow the same
procedures as new members (rule 4).

e T

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

FINANCE:

A Bank Account will be opened and finances will be controlled by the
Treasurer. The authorised signatories will be the Treasurer,
Secretary and Chairman, of which any two shall sign any negotiable
instrument in relation to the Club.

AUDITORS:

An auditor who is not necessarily a member of the Club will be
elected, as is necessary, at the Annual General Meeting, to audit
the Club’s books. A Committee member cannot be elected as auditor.

DAMAGE TD CLUB PROPERTY:

If a member or any other person in his or her company causes
damage to the property of the Club or property which the Club may
have borrowed, such a member or other person as aforesaid will be
held liable jointly or severally unless the Committee decides
otherwise.

ON THE ROAD:

The obedience of the Highway Code and the law is to be of
paramount importance as our Club will be judged by what the public
sees.

RULES:

The Committee’'s interpretation of the rules are final and it's
decision of any nature concerning matters which are not controlled
by the constitution is to be complied with by all members. The
constitution may only be altered by an Annual General Meeting or
Extraordinary Meeting, irrespective of the number of members in
attendance on condition that the members were advised of such a
meeting at least 28 days before the date of the same.
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A LOOK BACK AT THE FIRST BORGWARD DRIVERS CLUB
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The very tTirst A.G.M. was held in November 1930, at the Halr
Way Garage Fadworth, near Heading. The Half Way Garage was 1In

i1t time an agent tor UBorgward, and I believe sold many cars.
The following article appeared in the first “Borgward Drivers

" Club® journal, which came out 1n June 1781. As you will read
it was well attended, with some names I have not heard fTar a
fong time. Some ot the cars also seem to have vanished, where
are they all now’ Zadly the Halfway Garage has also gone.

HATT CARTER
The AGM 1280

Those of you braved the November weather last year will have (I hope)
fond memories of the healthy numbers who attended and the 15 or so cars
that accompanied their owners.

We all assembled at the Halfway Garages Fadworth and a list of cars and
owners appears at the end of this.

The agenda consisted of the appointment of the Club officials and we are
all indebted to Fred Hovell and Commander Allison for the use of the
Nath kriiftigem Schittel Garage showroom tor the purpose.
in Lingsrich - Stift

ny The Holland trip was discussed in brief as were a variety of matters,
which wiil appear in the minutes of the A.G.M. to be read and approved at
the 1981 A.G.M. at the end ot October.

A list of those present was taken together with their choice of menu,
which was teiephoned to David, the owner of the Bell at Boxford.

All those who had come in Borgwarcs were invaded by those who had not,
resulting in an 1mpressive line of Bremen products making stately

Abwirtskippen - Pinsel gleitet .
progress to the Fub.

stroichfertig herous!
The +ood was both plentiful and ready for us on arrival as was the
copious quantities of bocze +tor those wno wished— our thanks to Davad
and Linda ror their hospitaiity and prompt service.

The weather, sadly became worse as we st off for the run to the Antique
fArcade at Hungerford in the afternocon- n2vertheless the convoy looked
no less imoressive— haw many of vou can remember seeing so many
Zorowards together at once??

Lock mit weichem Strich ovs-
streichen|

The Arcade was a fascinating place +ull of interesting items of
consideranle age from Bric a Brac to usetful and indeed still usable items

i s atomn of household furniture and utsnsils.

sankrechten Druck gegen den Pinsel
regqulieren |

There was tea available, upstairs, of the tea and bun variety which was
"hoavered up" with alacarity and the talk of things Borgward— it was
0 R I G l N A l. quite fun to watch someone, whilst eating a sticky bun, demonstrate the
intricacies of adjusting Borgward tappets hot, with the engine running:

Mach Gebroudh Pinselfihrung gut siubern -

Kappe wieder fest anziehen! - Nicht unter
157 C verarbeiten|

10 YEARS OF THE BORGWARD DRIVERS CLUB
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This ended with the run back to the garage and the reunion with cars tor
those who had been given a lift.

We were all very pleased to have Mr. Colleran with us, who 1s our eldest
member at the age of 78. At the time of writing. he will have been
discharged from hospital after the removal of a Cartilage— get well soon!

The meeting broke up and members wended their wav homewards— a truly
enjoyable and well supported day, see vou all soon!

Robert Richmond-Jones.
The following Iz a list of people and cars actually at the
meet.

C=Coupe Ci=Combi S=Saloon G=Goliath B=big Six L=Llovd
#=Cars actually at meet.

Stewve Nessling -C G. Crowder —5%
Nick Driscoll -C# Cdr Allison —Mercedes
Dave Stride —C+ G. Sinclair —-C

R. Bass -S Stan Stott -C»

S. Alleyne =S W. Goldsborough —L
J.F. Colleran —S Ted Holmes -C#

C. Rix —5% RR—J —5#%

Jim Flynn —L Fete Grove —-B
Dave Roast -C Nick Reid —S*
Fred Hovell —-Ci* Monty Foster —C#
John Ellis -S Mrs F. Jones -G

D. Atkinson —C*

Flus wives families friends etc. Totalling appro: 40 people in all.
vanished, where are they all now? Sadly the Halfway Garage has also
gone.

MATT CARTER

10 YEARS OF THE BORGWARD DRIVERS CLUB
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A TASTE OF "POTASSIUM CYANIDE"

Since this is very much a celebratory issue I thought I would include
this unusual newspaper clipping from 1978.

Alastair Adamson is a friend of mine who at the time bought a 1960
T S Saloon in West Ham football club colours with a non-matching
n/s front wing, from John Wallis for £1-50. John had sold the car
to Alastair shortly after he'd gone up the back of a Vauxhall causing
untold damage to its rear chassis yet only buckling the Borgward's
n/s wing, hence the replacement. Alastair cobtained a bent M O T for
"Potassium Cyanide'' which she was affectionately known as due of
course to the registration number of KCN 815. Any of you who has
done "0" level chemistry will appreciate this title. The car was
very rusty and Alastair who was very much a motor bike rider drove
the car as though it were a bike and as though he were possessed!

After a few uneventful months disaster struck in the form of
"Potassium Cyanide'' removing both fibreglass front wings and grille
from a Morris Minor whilst overtaking some other car at about 70 mph.
I vividly remember Alastair graphically going through the details

and how he didn't even feel the impact! The Saloon of course suffered
the indignity of having its o/s front wing stoved in fouling the

tyre

Alistair ceased all driving activities whilst he scoured the country-
side for a new wing. It was at this point that I became interested.

In 1975 I had bought and still own today a 1957 Isabella Coupé ...
OKY 999, which has now got over 300,000 miles on the clock. I stopped
driving the car at the end of 1976 because water leaks and rust had
forced me off the road.

I was a poor student at the time and trying to impress girls by
braking suddenly and sending gallons of water from the back of the

car to the front or arranging for powerful geysers to erupt violently
from under the dashboard or their seat, whenever I hit a puddle, was
in fact more impressive than even I had thought possible. It

did however terminate several budding romances that I'd had going at
the time which probably would have ended up disasters anyway. OKY
was left in my Father's lean-to whilst I acquired the money and expert-
ise to deal with it. A Morris Minor was bought which gave me the
expertise alright, 3 engines, 2 gearboxes and 5 brake master cylinders
etc later.

Back to ''Potassium Cyanide'.

At this particular moment in history I was driving a 2 cylinder N S U
Prinz which did nothing for my image or lungs: The heat exchanger had
gone, thus pumping exhaust fumes straight into the car rather than
out the back. Believe you me driving with the windows down in temp-
eratures below zero whilst being gassed has to be felt and smelt to
be experienced!

10 YEARS OF THE BORGWARD DRIVERS CLUB
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Owner of rare
car in court

A STUDENT who used a car
exposing broken, jagged glass
was unable to get spare parts
because the vehicle was
particularly rare, Farnham
magistrates heard on Monday.

he student was Alistair
Hamish  Adamson, of
Watermill House, Shalford.
who pleaded guilty to using a
car with accessories in a
condition likely to cause danger
to other people.

Prosecuting, Sgt Tony
Randall said Mr. Adamson was
stopped while driving in Park
Road, Farnham, on September
30th last year.

Police noticed the perspex
glass on the right hand indicator
of his car was broken, leaving

two sharp jagged edges
exposed.

r. Adamson told the court
the indicator was only broken
for two days. i

He said his car, a Borgward

Isabella, was one of only 30 in
the country and that the onlyr
supplier of spare parts lived in
Hayling Island.
- Mr. Adamson said he was
forced.to use his car because he
had a damaged leg and could
not walk far. He said he had
since sold the car because of the
lack of parts.

Mr. Adamson was fined £10
and his licence was endorsed.

v

SPORTING A NEW BONNET AND GRILLE
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1 was therefore suffering from an acute Borgward withdrawal symptom
especially when the clutch went on the N 5 U. Alastair and I decided
to swap cars and yes ... I do still feel guilty about doing him! Poor
Alastair was shocked to find that after John and 1 had beaten out the
wing with a club hammer, ''Potassium Cyanide' was eminently drivable.
He was left of course with a particularly nasty clutch change. Insult
was very swiftly added to injury, not by me but by the Police. Yes
you've guessed it Alastair had actually been done for speeding just
to add to his endorsement for the Borgward indicator lens. This is
quite an achievement in a 2 cylinder N S U Prinz. He went back to
bikes after this and I hammered around in this very battered Saloon.
The condition of the bulkhead area on 'Potassium Cyanide'' was so bad
that at about 90 mph the windscreen area would actually lift above the
dashboard giving a new meaning to full flow ventilation. 100 mph

was just possible provided you wore safety goggles in case the wind-
screen wrapped itself around your face!

Strangely enough the old Saloon did impress the girls except when the
passenger seat lock broke. It is truly amazing how fast you can
accelerate someone towards a windscreen on a Borgward seat that is
unlocked when one has to apply the brake pedal hard. Try it some
time.

"Potassium Cyanide" always provided me with tremendous fun, cornered
brilliantly and was utterly reliable. I think it cornered well
because it had a fully independent body/chassis combination, sometimes
known as rust.

Because of all the the holes and because Borgward heaters end up
useless due to scale, I found that like the N S U, I was freezing in
Winter. Something had to be done. I installed a Morris Minor heater
inside the car, by-passed the original heaters and closed the flaps.
Two holes were drilled in the bulkhead, copper tubes were inserted and
attached to them were 2 heater hoses connected to the heater. I
thought plastic was better than rubber as it was less likely to rot.
This was of course my big mistake.

1 was returning from Kent one day along a particular stretch of motor-
way at a nice comfortable cruising speed of 80 mph, the engine was
purring away and the heater was pumping out the warmth when a 2 Litre
Capri that was next to me in the middle lane put his foot down.

This of course caused me to floor "KCN'' to enable me to get past
whereupon we ended up going neck and neck up the motorway. ''Potassium
Cyanide" was actually starting to pull away from the Capri when
disasterstruck. Plastic becomes very flexible when hot. At about

95 mph one of the hoses shot off the copper tubirg under the dashboard-

Now I can't really expect you to understand what it's like to have

your face showered in boiling hot Antifreeze in the outside lane of

a motorway at about 95 mph except that I'd wished that on that particular
day I'd got into the car wearing one of those old brass helmets that

10 YEARS OF THE BORGWARD DRIVERS CLUB
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divers used to use connected to an air pump! I was totally blinded and as
luck would have it, finding myself near the breakdown lane, sporting a new
hairdo, a rather chic turquoise-green shirt collar and a rather interesting
way of stopping the rear window from misting up! There I was! No water. No
A A. In the middle of the motorway. Miles from home. [ did have however one
measly can of beer. Well you are all wrong, I did not tip the beer into the
radiator, I decided to drink it instead. This seemed to improve my eysight
and gave me an idea ... No it wasn't Heineken! 1 urinated into the radiator,
via the hubcap, of course, and that got me to the nearest station.

Some months later when I'd had too much to drink at some student rave up in
some awful nightelub in Camberley, Alastair decided that he didn't mind driving
home even though he was more inebriated than I. The car was full of passengers
and off we went into an horrendous downpour. Alastair had spent most of the
journey demonstrating to the other passengers how well a Borgward handled in

- the wet when we approached a particularly treacherous corner near Farnham

Railway Station, on a hill high above the by-pass. We hit this right hander
and Alastair overcorrected this particular slide whichsent us off down the
roughly terrained hill towards the by-pass. We took down a 6 foot high
reinforced concrere post the whole wire fence and then plummeted down the
general direction of the dual carriageway 30 feet below.

As luck would have it "Potassium Cyanide' ground to an abrupt halt just before
a sheer drop on its n/s wishbone and I was flung against the windscreen with
enough force to really sober me up!

Yes ... we did get the car back up the rocky hillside onto the road and I did
drive it home. The handling was some what peculiar as the anti-roll bar had
been severed during this incident. The bonnet and grille were bent as "Potassium
Cyanide' didn't actually have the front bumper at this particular moment in
time for some reason or other.

The following weekend was spent fitting a large diamond bonnet, grille and
headlamp rims from a 1956 car. These had been kindly donated to me by lan Cave
back in 1975.

So the Saloon which was 1960 at the back and 1956 at the front now looked rather
splendid. I had even painted the bonnet with a roller and cellulose paint.

The bulkhead was not so splendid though. The shock had knocked all the rust
out of the A posts and I then spent the next few months grabbing hold of the
doors every time I negotiated a bend. Rivetting up the A posts didn't seem

to help and one day the door flew open in Farnham High Street ripping out all
the rivets like shot out of a 12-bore. [ then got stopped by the Police in
Sunningdale and had the devil of a job holding on to the hinges as I got out

of the car in case the door fell into the road!

One day [ was sitting in Aldershot at the traffic lights when another boy-racer
got beside me revving up his engine. [ said other because yours truly was the
remaining boy-racer. [ was turning left at the time onto a dual carriageway
and was in the left hand lane with the opposition on the right. Due to this
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