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EDITORIAL

Hello to all you members. It's been a long
time coming but here it finally is. Sorry

~ for the delay but I've been buried in
- Borgward and other restorations and

have also only just managed to get
together enough information to fill the
magazine. Oh yes you say, we've heard
all that before, but 2007 had to be the

- worst year in the Club's history for

attendance and most of the blame has
got to go to the weather. Poor attendance
will have an impact on people writing

' articles and working on their cars! It is

important that we get as many articles as
possible from the widest possible range
of members otherwise the Club will
appear one sided or cliquey. It makes the
ewssheet, Newsletter/Journal far more
interesh'ng and it helps Norman and I to
produce them. Surely nothing could be
more boring than us rattling on about the
same old subjects or lifting articles from
books, magazines or other publications!

It also gives everybody a voice and every
contribution, however small is valuable
and important. Regular meets with and
articles from, a reasonably large
Eercentage of the Club is important to

eep the Club going and this is important
for several reasons; it empowers people
with the enthusiasm to finish their cars
and thus to drive them, enlarges the
spares Eml, keeps the Marque in the
limelight benefiting their value, saves cars
from being scrapped and, probably the
most important of the lot, keeps us a
member of the Federation of British
HistoricVehicle Clubs, giving it the power
to fight legislation that ultimately may
drive us all off the road. Both magazine
coverage and attendance at public car
rallies is necessary to recruit new
members to the club and/or pass on cars
to a potentially younger generation. Of
course everything I've just mentioned is
obvious, and all of you will realise this,
but with all the other pressures in life,
luxuries like rare classic cars and
everything pertaining to them often gets
put on a back burner.

In this Journal there are some things new
and some thing old and some things
quite literally nipped off the web
site...Sorry John, lagiarism is the
sincerest form of Eattery and the BDC
web site is now very good. Of course I
noticed that things have been borrowed
off me and [ have had articles about
Argentina and Graham Mander’s
Cabriolet in the past so a bit of internal
“borrowing” wouldn't go amiss. Joking
aside a web site is very impermanent, a
constantly changing medium and some
of the things that I have pinched will be
replaced by something else, whereas the
printed page in the Journal is very much
more permanent...an historical record.
An additional item of defence on my part
is that there are many members such as
George Sinclair who have no access to
the internet and this is their chance to
read some of those very interesting
articles.

As mentioned earlier, I have been buried
in a major restoration/resurrection, that
beinF on my 1957 Coupe OKY999. Oky
was last driven 14 years ago, its last trip
was back from aYeovil festival of
transport meeting and although the car
still looked quite reasonable, it was in fact
full of terminal rust as well as spitting out
all its piston rings. Getting married, going
freelance, starting a family, restoring a
rare 1956 very rusty Combi, rebuilding a
1957 T8 Saloon, embarking on a Deutsch
Coupe conversion and living in a house
that needed a total restoration all
contributed, amongst many other things,
to just leaving the Coupé to when I had
time and when I had the expertise. It is of
course a bit like the Forth road bridge, as
the car was decomposing, my expertise
and commitment had to increase. There
is always the point that one can reach
when no matter how much expertise you
might have a car just becomes impossible
to piece together and Oky had just about
reached this point.

I needed an incentive to motivate myself
o tackle such a job apart from definitely
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wanting to drive the car again., [ have
had the car since [ was eighteen years old
way back in 1975 and it has featured in a
book, magazines and of course carries
with it many memories. I was provided
with three incentives; a massive bet with
Pete Grove that the car will make it to
Dingolfing this year, my stepdaughter
taking a holiday and driving my son to
Dingolfing in the said car and the fact
that at 81 my mother
wasn't getting any
younger and, quite
frankly, probably wanted
her drive back! Whether |
make it or not is highl
debatable but I do intend
going for it! At worst it
will help me cut the job
down to a more
manageable size. So what
is the job?
Photogradphs speak a
thousand words but I
could probably fill the
whole Journal so here
goes in words, a list of
some of the rust problems
that need dealing with;

The whole bulkhead area that the
steering wheel bolts to no longer exists.

The windscreen is only being

supported at the bottom, up to the wiper
arms the rest is either filler, foam powder
or isn't there,

The first four inches of the windscreen

illars and the area that the wing mirror
is bolted to is missing apart from a strap
that I welded on 18 years ago.

There is nothing to attach the cardboard
heater tubes to and nothing for the
torsion bars to attach to. (I %ad repaired
the nearside about ten years ago.

There is no heater box. This is the area
immediately behind the vinyl
dashboard top.

I'have had to replace the nearside
bulkhead joined to the A post. The offside
I crudely repaired about 18 years ago
after an accident which will need
replacing after everything is done.

Both A posts need reglaci ng but have
been crudely repaired 18 years ago and

—

are just about holding together. I have
welded the bottom hinge on.

A large proportion of the gearbox tunnel
was reFaired about ten years ago but
needs finishing if [ want to bolt a gearbox
in it ever again.

The offside sill is not connected to
anythingﬁpast the A post. As a conse-
quence both the A an B post can be lifted

up by hand to select the roof height!

The offside B post has about a half an
inch of steel holding it together near
where the door closes. The inside and
outside u1|’:|t1t0 height of about 18 inches is
missing. The nearside is yet to be
investigated.

The offside rear windscreen pillar has
rotted away and there are holes in the
roof near the glass and on the inside near
the glass.

The offside B post can be moved around

in any direction along with the roof and

as a result the back of the car has broken

iils back and moved back away from the
oor.

The driver’s door has completely
disintegrated and actually dropped off.

There is nothing connecting the A posts
to the windscreen pillars or topdecE/
bulkhead except on the nearside where I
executed a temporary repair to stop the A
post floating about 18 years ago.

The top deck up to the bonnet hinge on
the offside is missing and the nearside
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- will need removing and replacing. [ have

had to repair the area where the

handbrake lever (in en%;ne}l is bolted to
(on both sides) before the lever fell off.

The whole boot floor and spare wheel
well has gone. There is no where for the

boot rubber to sit.

~ There is no floor underneath the back

seat.

The transverse cross member that is
joined to the back of the tube has
disintegrated and is no longer connected
to the chassis. It and the Tube have
collapsed and have had to be jacked into
an estimated correct place.

Both rear chassis legs have almost totally
disap%eared except where the radius

arms bolt to and need totally replacing.

Both inner rear wing panels have rotted
away very badly. The offside has become
so weak that the rear wing (fibreglass
hence no rust) which has come away
near the rear wheel because there is
nothing to bolt it to and it has bowed

away 2 inches wider than the boot lid.
There is no floor and only the remains of
sills not actually connected to anything,

The seat rail cross member between the
propshaft tube and sills have rotted away
to nothing and have come away from the
tu

The right hand half of
the roof has dropgcd
about an inch and is

held up on jacks.

The left hand half of
the roof is half an inch
too high at the front
where the whole body
has distorted.

The offside rear boot
torsion bar has ripped
out of the rust below
the right hand side of

the rear windscreen.

The bottom has fallen
out of the nearside
door and the whole body has got shorter
in length. (the opposite to the offside)

The boot lid has totally disintegrated
beyond repair.

There are no tapered box sections that go
under the floor and continue up to the
front subframe.

There is nowhere to bolt the
Eedai box to or the heater
OXES.

The bonnet has had to be
completely rebuilt.

Luckily I kept Oky’s original
doors, whicﬁ were removed
because they were too rusty,
(and steel wings) and
although lheyfad been left
out in the garden they were
under plastic and have
survived well enouih to be completely
rebuilt. John Wallis has very kindly fitted
all the innards, glass and door handles
from the doors that we got in German
and new rubber seals etc. and George has
supplied me with a new Top hinge.r%the
OIE one had an inch play and had to

have every Allen bolt drilled out.) The
rebuilt door has been fitted and now
everything is being rebuilt and
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aligned around it, hence the need for a
good top hinge. The wheels and exhaust
are on the Combi. The engine has blown
most of its piston rings. There is nothing
for any of the gearshift mechanism to
attach to.

There is very much more but as you can
see it is about as bad as it could get! It is
very much like a three dimensional
jigsaw puzzle with about thirty percent of
the pieces missing. Working out what
should be where is the biggest problem.

Last Easter ('07,) I took the family on a
camping holiday to Cornwall in our 1956
Combi which behaved faultlessly much
the same as our
1957 saloon had
done for many
years since 1992.
Cruising along
the M3 and
A303 at 80mph
and still
averaging
around 34
m.p.g., whilst
fully laden, for
the whole trip
just goes to

prove that Borgwards are still very
efficient modes of transport as well as
rally Fodder! The weather was of course
fantastic, as we all recall, and I remember
thinking at the time that this was unlikely
to bode well for the coming months.

Not long after that Fiona and I took the
Combi to a rally at Aston Clinton, Bucks
and again the weather was fantastic
leaving us with the prospect of a great
Enfield to look forward to (the year
before had been a mudbath and actually
got cancelled early
on). Of course this
was not to be and
Enfield 2007 was a
disaster. Only a
few stalwarts
™ tumed up and by

| Sunday evening |
was beginning to
see little point in
| “cartying on
camping” and
manning the stand,
without a gazebo
in torrential rain
and driving winds,
on our own.
Folding up our tent
was a nightmare as
was running around the field and re-
pegging or deliberately collapsing other
club’s marquees as they were either in
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danger of, or
were actually
blowing around
the site often
heading towards
very rare and
valuable exhibits.
Security didn't
seem to care
very much about
the impending
carnage so after
having done our
best, we took our
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leave missing
Monday all
together. The rest
of the season was
pretty terrible and
for me at least, the
German trip to
Andernach was the
first meeting that I
attended without
too much rain.
Andernach got off
to a bad start
because it was only a fill-in as all the
German Club’s bookings at another
venue had gone horribly wrong, hence

members couldn’t come because of other
problems or commitments. George was
unable to get his van going and had to
hire one, so you
can see it was all
going horribly
wrong! But
Andernach is
such a good
venue, one of the
very best. We met
Michael and
Jennie Gilmore
for the first time,
who saw, at the
show, a 1954
brown Saloon
from the now
the September date. Because of the late defunct museum at Neuwied owned by
date my wife and son had to fly in to Herr Schramm and bought it and we also
meet me (due to working in/going to met Chris Flaherty who arrived in his
school). Unfortunately the Germans immaculate Mk1 Jaguar with the sole
seem to have decided that September is purpose of deciding which model of

the optimum
date from
now on. John
Wallis had to
cancel at the
very last
minute
because his
wife fell
seriously ill
and a lot of
other
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Borgward he
would like to buy!
We had very
reasonable
weather under
the circumstances
and the result of
all this was that
we had a very
pleasant and
enterfaining time.
Even my Mother
enjoyed herself,
her fourth

International Borgward Meeting; Speyer
'92 (with my Father), Andernach ‘05,
Bremen’06, and Andernach "07, quite an
achievement at 80 years old and looking
forward, I might add, to a long trip to
Dingolfing a year older! Mark Winston
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accompanied my
Mother and I in the old
Combi, and we were
joined by my wife Fiona
and my son Rufus on
the way home both
missing a day off
school. Whilst at the
meeting we met up
with Jan Cave who was

on holiday in Germany.
Many of you will recall that
he was the Secretary for
many years. Split between
George's van and Norman's
Saloon were regulars;
George Sinclair, Danny
Peak, Pete Grove, Norman
Williams and Ron Dugan.

Nick Driscoll
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Bremen Septembher '06
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